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Join ALT
www.alt.ac.uk/get-involved/membership
Membership of ALT is open to individuals and organisations based in the 
UK and internationally and provides a range of benefits designed to meet 
the needs of a rapidly expanding and diversifying community. 

Membership fees
Annual fee

Ordinary Member £54
Ordinary Member – reduced rate for students, 
unemployed, retired

£29

Certified Member £79
Certified Member – reduced rate for students, 
unemployed, retired

£49

Organisational Member
Higher Education £395–£963
Further Education and large public sector 
organisations

£263–£679

Schools, small charities/public sector organisations £200
Commercial organisations £200–£700

Sponsoring and Partner Member £1390
Associate Member (employees of member 
organisations ONLY)

free

+ print subscription to Research in Learning 
Technology (UK)

+£29

+ print subscription to Research in Learning 
Technology (non-UK)

+£38

All fees are correct as of 
1 March 2014. We offer 
reduced fees for full-time 
student, unemployed and 
retired individual members. 
Cost of print subscription varies 
outside of the UK.



About ALT

…gives you access to global contacts at the 
annual conference
The ALT annual conference, altc, is the UK’s main 
conference for learning technologists and one of the 
largest conferences of its kind. Members get free 
or discounted access to altc and other ALT events, 
workshops and webinars.

…recognises excellence with the Learning 
Technologist of the Year Award
Running since 2007, this national award celebrates 
and rewards excellent practice and outstanding 
achievement in the learning technology field. The 
award provides a national platform for innovation in 
learning technology.

…enables you to set up, join and get involved in 
Special Interest Groups
That bring together people around a common theme, 
such as Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs), 
Open Education, Video in Education, etc.  
Get support and give input. There are ALT groups in 
Scotland, Wales and regions of England.

Become part of the UK’s leading 
membership organisation in 
learning technology…



…communicating the latest news and 
opportunities
ALT aims to communicate well with all our members. 
Some of the channels we use are the Online 
Newsletter, a fortnightly Members-only Email Digest 
and weekly postings on social media. Members 
also have access to the Discussion List on which 
there are lively debates on current issues in learning 
technology.

Over 1300 members  
and growing

…provides accreditation through the Certified 
Membership Scheme
The Certified Membership Scheme (CMALT) is a peer-
based professional accreditation scheme developed 
by ALT to enable people whose work involves learning 
technology to have their experience and capabilities 
certified by peers, and to demonstrate that they are 
taking a committed and serious approach to their 
professional development. ALT has also partnered 
with ascilite to deliver CMALT in Australasia.

Over 200 Learning 
Technologists have been 
accredited through 
CMALT

…get the latest peer-reviewed, open access 
research
ALT’s Research in Learning Technology journal has 
an editorial board of leading learning technologists. 
The journal encourages research that informs good 
practice and contributes to the development of policy. 
It recently acquired article metrics so readers and 
authors can easily see the number of downloads each 
article gets and how it is shared via social media.

Textual practices in the new media digital landscape: messing with

digital literaciesLesley Gourlaya*, Mary Hamiltonb
and Mary Rosalind Leac

a
Institute of Education, UK; b

University of Lancaster, UK; c
Institute of Educational Technology,

Open University, UK(Received 15 May 2013; final version received 20 August 2013)

This paper offers a working conversation between the authors about the uneasy

relationship between literacy studies and learning technologies. We come from the

field of literacy studies but from contrasting perspectives: from academic literacies

and work on literacies and technologies in higher education; from an interest in

media theory and the implications of digital mediation for the contemporary

university; from everyday literacies in informal settings and a concern for the gaps

between policy and practice. We illustrate our perspectives through reference to

post-compulsory education, especially higher education, but intend our argu-

ments to be of broader value to all sectors of education and learning. We argue

that it is probably inevitable that terms such as literacy/digital/network will be

taken up by different arenas of scholarship and practice to mean different things,

but what is important is finding spaces to make visible the embedded and implicit

understandings, assumptions and ideological positions that are carried by these

terms. In the paper, we attempt to lay bare some of the tendencies in the different

approaches and argue the case for building on these differences in our work rather

than seeing them as paradigm contests. We suggest that it would be more

generative to the field to acknowledge the richness and diversity of these different

traditions, rather than attempting the impossible task of forcing them into a

superficial reconciliation.
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IntroductionThis article is a working conversation between the authors about the uneasy

relationship between literacy studies and learning technologies. We come from the

field of literacy studies but with different perspectives: Lesley Gourlay from an interest

in the media theory and the implications of digital mediation for the contemporary

university, Mary Hamilton from everyday literacies in informal settings and a concern

for the gaps between policy and practice and Mary Lea from academic literacies and

work on literacies and technologies in higher education. We illustrate our perspectives

through reference to post-compulsory education, especially higher education, but

intend our arguments to be of broader value to all sectors of education and learning.

This position paper grows out of the significant, exhilarating but sometimes also

uneasy and difficult conversations across disciplinary areas that are provoked when
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…make your voice heard in policy consultations
Organisational and sponsoring members are 
represented at the ALT Policy Board where they 
are consulted on current education and learning 
technology policy inputs.

Individuals can contribute to policy work via 
consultations and surveys as well as actively engaging 
in ALT’s governance.



Who are we? 
ALT is the Association for Learning Technology, an independent, self-funded, 
membership-based charity working to improve practice, promote research and 
influence policy in learning technology.

What we do
We promote the intelligent use of learning technology, strengthen research and 
practice, shape policy, represent our members as the authorative voice on learning 
technology’s role in learning. We further leadership and professional development 
and communicate clear information about our work and activities with members, 
partners, agencies, politicians and the public.

What we value
Our values are being participative, open, collaborative and supportive, responsive, 
agile and innovative, open and welcoming, independent and self-funded, 
transparent, democratic and fair.

Where we are active
ALT members are part of an active community. 

◊	Our members are based in the UK and in countries across the globe.

◊	Over the last 20 years, this community has grown to include those who 
are actively involved in understanding, managing, researching, supporting 
or enabling learning with the use of learning technology in the UK and 
internationally. 

◊	The community is about having access to others’ experience and wisdom; 
making new contacts and expanding personal networks in open, supportive 
spaces where collaboration and innovation is constantly encouraged. 

◊	Our community is a diverse group of people from higher education, further 
education, schools, government and commercial organisations

“ALT is about people, it’s about the network, it’s about 
the community. Being able to talk to them, or even 
learn from them about what works and what doesn’t 
work is really valuable and important.” 

Andy Beggan (Head of Learning Technology, University of Nottingham)


