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Referees' Guidelines for the ALT-C 2007 Research Papers Strand

Introduction 

The Association for Learning Technology Conference (ALT-C) Research Papers Strand seeks to help fulfil the aims of the Association, three of which are to:

· facilitate collaboration between practitioners, researchers, and policy makers

· spread good practice in the use of learning technology

· raise the profile of research in learning technology

ALT-C criteria for full research papers

Submissions to the conference should address the conference theme of ‘Beyond control’, and/or at least one of the associated sub-themes: 
· Learning and internationalism: learning across cultures, learning technology for a multicultural society; 

· Learning Technology for the social network generation: learning with blogs, wikis and multiplayer games, new cultures of learning, integrating formal and informal learning; 

· Designing learning spaces: mobile, pervasive and embedded technologies for learning, technology-enhanced learning spaces; 

· Large-scale implementation: distance learning, networked learning, policy and infrastructure for technology-enhanced learning. 

Each submission must also address at least two of the following: 

· theory of learning and technology; 

· innovative practice; 

· evaluation. 

Submissions to the Research Papers strand should cover, as a minimum, the essential criteria and at least one of the desirable criteria below:

Essential criteria

1. Theory. The research must have a sound theoretical basis.
2. Methodology. The paper must present the research in the context of a qualitative or quantitative methodology.

3. Contribution. The paper should contribute to the development of learning technology as a research discipline.
Desirable criteria

1. Users. The research should demonstrate engagement with a community of users, and that use should be evaluated.
2. Interdisciplinarity. Work that crosses disciplines - for example, computer science and education - is welcomed.
3. Breadth. Work should show a readiness to engage in broad scientific debate about discipline-level enquiry in the field.

The maximum word count is 5,000 words.

The Association is determined to establish the area of learning technology as a discipline in its own right; any submission whose quality and distinctiveness support this ambition will be considered, even if the focus lies slightly outside the boundaries delineated by the above criteria.

The Editors of the Research Papers Strand will work with the Referees (2 per paper) to peer review and select papers that meet conference criteria for full research papers (above). Papers will be accepted for publication in the Conference Proceedings provided that they meet these requirements and that they have not been published elsewhere, in whole or in part. ALT-C 2007 Research Papers will be published in the Conference Proceedings prior to the conference (ISBN allocated). Presented papers can be edited after the conference and resubmitted for publication in ALT-J. 

In an area where topicality shades very easily into journalistic reportage, it is essential that the highest academic standards are upheld. Therefore Referees are asked to be as specific as possible in their recommendations and to provide detailed feedback to the authors about the faults in their papers and suggested improvements. Referees’ comments are presented anonymously to authors as guidelines typifying probable expert reader reaction. In some instances the comments will need to be taken into account and the paper will need to be rewritten before the paper is accepted for publication. It is the intention that, even when the papers are rejected, the Referees’ comments may still result in greatly improved resubmissions or new submissions, to this and other conferences at later dates.

All presented Research Papers will be considered by the Programme Committee for an ‘Outstanding Research Paper Award’. To receive this award, both of the anonymous Referees and the Programme Committee must agree with the statement: ‘This paper presents work that strongly advances the field of learning technology with particular respect to a conference theme’.

Please submit your report online. NB: Use the ‘Referee’s Report Template’ to record your remarks off-line, then copy and paste your entries from that form to the online system using an ASCII editor (eg Notepad). Please do not use double quote marks (“) as these cause errors on the system.
Sign in at:
https://www.alt.ac.uk/pss/index.php?command=sign-in

- then follow the link to ALT-C 2007, 
then the link to Referee/Review Submissions on the left hand side.

Further Information

For queries related to the Research Papers strand, please contact the editors: 
Dr Steve Wheeler  S.Wheeler@plymouth.ac.uk
Nicola Whitton  n.whitton@mmu.ac.uk 
For queries regarding the online refereeing system, please contact Rhonda Riachi: rriachi@brookes.ac.uk  Tel: 01865 484143.
And finally: The refereeing system is crucial to the quality of academic conferences, but the anonymity of referees makes it a fairly thankless and relatively unrewarding task. On behalf of the staff and committee members the Association for Learning Technology, we express our warm appreciation here for the work done by you as the conference referees. Thank you for your help!
Rhonda Riachi
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