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Becta Research Grant programme 2008-2009

What are the Becta Research Grants?

Becta Research Grants are intended for self-contained research grants in the area of technology for learning, and in support of the Harnessing Technology strategy (see Annex A). Their main purpose is to meet the cost of research assistance, research materials, data collection and analysis, and travel and subsistence in this country and overseas. 

Aims
1. To support high-quality research in support of the Harnessing Technology strategy.

2. To build knowledge and understanding against key research questions relating to the Harnessing Technology Strategy.

3. To support the technology for learning research field by promoting development of models, methods, tools, modes of thought.

4. To develop research capacity by supporting the work of those new to the field

Criteria

The key criterion for the selection of proposals, which are to receive awards, is the quality of the intended research, and its stated and explicit relationship to the Harnessing Technology strategy. This includes consideration of:

· utility to policymakers and/or those leading the development of technology in educational settings

· extent to which the proposed research builds knowledge against key research questions

· significance of the work for future activity in the area of technology for learning research

· strength of the proposed methods, researcher (s) and institution (s)
· originality of approach, including nature and strength of interdisciplinary activities

Timescale

Grants will be awarded before April 2008. However, we are particularly interested in proposals that indicate activity and publication by December 2008 or March 2009.

Engagement

All awardees will be required to produce a research report for those leading the development of technology in educational settings. 

Guidelines will be produced to support this activity. Publication will be dependent on adherence to the guidelines. Awardees will also be asked to attend two meetings and a workshop to support engagement with users of the research.
A limited number of grants will be offered in three bands:

Band A - Grants up to £20K

Band B - Grants between £20 and £50K

Band C - Grant up to £100K (only one grant will be awarded in this Band)
The grants won’t cover:
· subsistence for work from home

· product testing

· attendance at conferences or courses

· organisation or holding of academic conferences or seminars

· literature and systematic reviews

· publication and printing costs

· salaries of permanent or administrative staff

Next steps

Interested? Complete the attached grant proposal form in this document and return to Lesley Greenland at lesley.greenland@becta.org.uk by 4pm on 20th February 2008. 

If you have any questions please contact Gaynor Sharp on 0781 737 0646 or gaynor.sharp@becta.org.uk
Annex A Key areas of interest in relation to the Harnessing Technology Strategy

The Harnessing Technology Strategy has now entered its second developmental phase. Together with significant advances in Becta’s work for the FE and skills area and Children’s Plan, we are located in a strong policy context for developing this stage of the strategy. 
Becta is particularly interested in the ways in which technology supports learning and teaching in relation to national strategies and the research grants should be set in the wider education policy context of:

· tackling social equity by reducing inequality in educational opportunity, targeting technology for learning support and resources to those who need it most;

· narrowing achievement gaps by applying technology to increase opportunity and engagement;

· personalising education – providing greater customisation, match to individual needs and greater choice and opportunity for learners and developing more responsive and flexible arrangements for learning both in and outside of the formal curriculum in schools, colleges, higher education, skills training and lifelong learning;

· exploring different and transformed models for delivering educational services to users – particularly to under-achieving, hard to reach and disengaged groups

The research grants programmed for 2008 – 2009 will focus on the transformation of education through the following four themes:

1. Personalisation, learners and their context

2. Practitioner workforce development and training 
3. Learning with new and emerging technologies and learner mobility, transition and institutional co-operation.
4. Safety, rights and opportunities

Theme 1  
Personalisation, learners and their context
Personalisation 
Personalising learning is at the centre of national aspirations for education. It’s about creating the means to understand and support the learning needs of every student, monitoring progress closely and creating transformational learning experiences. It requires the development of learning paths that best suit particular aptitudes, underpinned by a commitment to help every student achieve his or her potential. 

The 2008-9 Becta Research Grant Programme is interested in understanding how technology can be used to support this aspiration. There is a growing evidence base in this area, and as such we are particularly interested in projects that are targeted at specific groups or address a well-defined need where there is little or no existing evidence. 

The following research questions are intended to give an indication of the possible areas for investigation. Please note that these are not exclusive or intended to act as a guide to any areas of particular interest or focus.

· What is the impact of informal learning with technology on formal settings?

· What is the role of technology in supporting assessment for learning?

· How can technology help to transform learning experiences? 

· How is technology influencing the 14-19 agenda?

· How can technology support older children, particularly those with mental health issues?
· How can technology support personalising learning with specific groups?

Learning context

The creation of the Department for Children, Schools and Families marks a shift in the Government’s approach. This is the beginning of a new relationship in which Government commits to working with families and their children to ensure that their needs come first. The Children’s Plan suggests that the next steps can only be made by working in partnership with parents, carers, their children and young people.
The Plan aims to support the development of world-class standards in education and closing the gap in educational achievement for children from disadvantaged families. It also aims to support children and young people throughout their lives on the path to success. It acknowledges that parents are also learners. Building on the established evidence of home use of ICT, Becta believes that technology can be used to support these ambitions. 

The following research questions are intended to give an indication of the possible areas for investigation. Please note that these are not exclusive or intended to act as a guide to any areas of particular interest or focus.

· How can technology be used for parent to parent support?

· How can Parent Support Advisers use technology to enhance their service?

· How can real time reporting help children’s progress in learning?

· How can technology be used to engage fathers as well as mothers to support their children and young people?

· How can technology improve the take up of Sure Start Children’s Centres and Extended Services?

· How can technology facilitate or enhance advice for parents?

· Schools are at the centre of work with vulnerable young people and their parents. How can technology help schools support this relationship?
Theme 2 
Practitioner workforce development and training

Despite growing reported confidence, practitioners across sectors continue to express a wish for professional development in using technology for learning. They are especially interested in using technology with learners, and in analysing and using performance data. Understanding how practitioners and adults other than teachers (AOTTs) become competent and confident users of technology will be key to ensuring classroom practice is transformed using technology. Identifying effective ways to share practice will ensure that transformation is transferable and sustainable.   

The Government’s response to the Leitch review has signalled a transformation in the skills agenda in the UK.  Long term targets (for example Level 2 and 3 qualifications for adults) have been revised and employers have been given a central role in developing the future direction of strategy.

\In response, providers and practitioners need to be aware of the demands of the new system and what this will mean for the future development of staff and the optimal use of resources to make the most of the opportunities technology can offer to learning.
The following research questions are intended to give an indication of the possible areas for investigation. Please note that these are not exclusive or intended to act as a guide to any areas of particular interest or focus.

· How can practitioners make effective use of technology to ensure the demands of the Leitch Review are addressed? This could include consideration of:

-          the use of technology in defining employer skills requirements

-          ways of overcoming the difficulties in delivering across multi-site locations

-          methods for increasing employer engagement through the effective use of technology

-          ways to extend adult skills across all ages and levels.

· How can teaching assistants and other adults other than teachers (AOTTs) use their skills to best support pupil learning?

· How can practitioners keep up with the best ways of using technology to support learning?

· How do practitioners become highly skilled? 

· Employers demand a skilled and educated workforce confident in the use of technology. How can schools and FE colleges play a part in this transformation?

Theme 3 
Learning with new and emerging technologies and learner mobility, transition and institutional co-operation.

Learning with new and emerging technologies 

It is important to understand the educational potential and impact of new and emerging technologies and how they can be effectively integrated into learning and teaching. Adopting new technology is not only about digitising existing practice or being more efficient, but about enabling new and better ways of learning. Becta’s aim is to assess the potential and effectiveness of technology in supporting educational outcomes, so emerging technologies need to be viewed in the context of their ability to address educational issues such as: personalisation, collaboration, 24/7 access to resources and support, contextualised learning, motivation/engagement, assessment for learning, an enriched curriculum, attendance and behaviour, supporting transitions and closer partnership between the institution and home. 

Research on new and emerging technologies will help shape Becta’s advice to policymakers, schools and local authorities on the potential benefits and issues of emerging technologies and to understand how their use can best be realised. Please note that the Research Grants will not cover product testing, particularly where it does not provide an ethical comparative/non-treated sample.

Becta is particularly interested in research grants that will explore the following areas:

· Learner mobility: especially the use of learner owned devices in formal and informal settings

· Context aware technologies 

· Location based technologies

· Games/virtual worlds

· Technologies to support collaboration between learners; between teachers (same and different institutions); between institutions

· Technologies to support learner transitions and working across multiple institutions

· Technologies to support formative assessment

· Alternative application delivery approaches (e.g. application streaming, virtualisation, online hosted applications…)

· Innovative use of audio and video technologies

Becta will also consider other proposals for research into innovative, new and emerging technologies where these demonstrate comparative impacts.

All research projects should consider safety and accessibility issues. Becta has commissioned a project on the use of Web 2.0 technologies at KS3 and KS4 this year
, so proposals should not overlap with this. 
Learner mobility, transition and institutional co-operation
A key issue, particularly in urban environments, is young people’s physical mobility. Mobility is often closely correlated to deprivation. There are also issues associated with learner transition in all stages of school, FE, the workplace and HE. There needs to be a seamless mechanism for enabling learners of all ages to move from place to place and still have ownership of their own learning profiles 
We are interested in:

· Data mobility (i.e. the ways in which providers can share and use data about learners)

· Lifespan mobility (i.e. the ways in which technology can support learners as they move between different elements of their lives – informal/formal settings, different providers, personal maturity in use of technology)

· Social mobility (i.e. the ways in which technology can be used to improve aspiration and impact on social mobility).
The following research questions are intended to give an indication of the possible areas for investigation. Please note that these are not exclusive or intended to act as a guide to any areas of particular interest or focus.

· How can technology help to increase the efficiency of the Children’s Assessment Framework (CAF)?

· How can technology help systems supporting the mobility challenge to be more mutually efficient and effective? ?

Theme 4 
Safety, rights and opportunities

Ensuring that children and young people are safe is a key aim of the Children’s Plan. Making sure that learners are safe when they use ICT is an aspiration of the government’s Harnessing Technology e-strategy, which Becta shapes and delivers. 

Keeping learners safe when they use technology is paramount. The risk of online predators, inappropriate websites and cyber bullying are well publicised in the popular press. Concerns about learners’ safety when using ICT need to be balanced against learner entitlement and the opportunities that we know technology can offer. Practitioners, AOTTS and learners need help to support learners to use the internet and other technology responsibly, and deal with inappropriate content and contact.
The following research questions are intended to give an indication of the possible areas for investigation. Please note that these are not exclusive or intended to act as a guide to any areas of particular interest or focus.
· How can providers support learners in the safe and ethical use of web-based material?

· What are the e-safety issues for adult learners?

· How can we encourage specific groups to make safe and effective use of the internet?

· What impact does digital rights management have on the efficient sharing of resource within and between learners and providers?

· What rights, risks and opportunities are afforded by specific technologies?

Useful references:

The Children’s Plan: Building Brighter Futures

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/childrensplan/downloads/The_Childrens_Plan.pdf
The Leitch report for FE and skills

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/furthereducation/index.cfm?fuseaction=content.view&CategoryID=21&ContentID=37
The Harnessing Technology Delivery Plan   http://publications.becta.org.uk/download.cfm?resID=28223).

Emerging technologies for learning volumes 1 and 2: http://www.becta.org.uk/research/reports/emergingtechnologies 
Grant A Proposal Form

1. Which theme/sub-theme does this application refer to?

2. Proposed area of research (max. 20 words)

3. Proposed research question (max. 20 words)

4. Harnessing Technology area of interest (see Appendix A) (max. 20 words)

5. Proposed methodology (max. 200 words)

6. Lead contact: name and contact details

7. Proposed research team (max. 100 words)

8. Case for support

Please outline here why you think your project will enhance what we know about technology and education (500 - 1000 words – please continue on a separate sheet if necessary)
9. Costing

 Please outline here the costs you expect to incur. This should include a consideration of, staffing, travel and subsistence, data gathering and analysis, instrument development, equipment.

Grants will be offered in three bands:

Band A Grants up to 20K

Band B Grants between 20 and 50K

Band C Grant around 100K

Grant B Proposal Form 

1. Which theme/sub-theme does this application refer to?

2. Proposed area of research (max. 20 words)

3. Proposed research question (s) (max. 50 words)

4. Harnessing Technology Phase 2  area of interest (see Appendix A) (max. 40 words)

5. Proposed methodology (max. 400 words)

6. Lead contact: name and contact details

7. Proposed research team (max. 200 words)

8. Case for support

Please outline here why you think your project will enhance what we know about technology and education (500 - 1000 words – please continue on a separate sheet if necessary)
9. Costing

 Please outline here the costs you expect to incur. This should include a consideration of, staffing, travel and subsistence, data gathering and analysis, instrument development, equipment.

Grants will be offered in three bands:

Band A Grants up to 20K

Band B Grants between 20 and 50K

Band C Grant around 100K
Grant C Proposal Form

1. Which theme/sub-theme does this application refer to?

2.
Proposed area of research (max. 20 words)

3. Proposed research question (s) (max. 50 words)

4. Harnessing Technology Phase 2 area of interest (see Appendix A) (max. 60 words)

5. Proposed methodology (max. 600 words)

6. Lead contact: name and contact details

7. Previous relevant research (max. 300 words)

8. Proposed research team (max. 400 words)

9. Case for support

Please outline here why you think your project will enhance what we know about technology and education (500 - 1000 words – please continue on a separate sheet if necessary)
10. Costing

 Please outline here the costs you expect to incur. This should include a consideration of, staffing, travel and subsistence, data gathering and analysis, instrument development, equipment.

Grants will be offered in three bands:

Band A Grants up to 20K

Band B Grants between 20 and 50K

Band C Grant around 100K
� http://partners.becta.org.uk/index.php?section=rh&catcode=_re_mr_02&rid=14543
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