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What are the Becta Research Grants?

Becta Research Grants are intended for small self-contained research projects in the area of technology for learning, and in support of the Harnessing Technology strategy (see Appendix A). Their main purpose is to meet the cost of research assistance, research materials, data collection and analysis, and travel and subsistence in this country and overseas. 

Aims
1. To support high-quality research in support of the Harnessing Technology strategy.

2. To build knowledge and understanding against key research questions relating to the Harnessing Technology Strategy.

3. To support the technology for learning research field by promoting development of models, methods, tools, modes of thought.

4. To develop research capacity by supporting the work of those new to the field

Criteria

The key criterion for the selection of proposals which are to receive awards is the quality of the intended research, and its stated and explicit relationship to the Harnessing Technology strategy. This includes consideration of:

· utility to policymakers and/or those leading the development of technology in educational settings

· extent to which the proposed research builds knowledge against key research questions

· significance of the work for future activity in the area of technology for learning research

· strength of the proposed methods, researcher (s) and institution (s)
· originality of approach, including nature and strength of interdisciplinary activities

Timescale

Grants will be awarded before April 2007. However, we are particularly interested in proposals that indicate activity and publication by December 2007 or March 2008.

Engagement

All awardees will be required to produce a research report for those leading the development of technology in educational settings. 

Guidelines will be produced to support this activity. Publication will be dependent on adherence to the guidelines. Awardees will also be asked to attend two meetings and a workshop to support engagement with users of the research.

The grants won’t cover:
   - subsistence for work from home
   - attendance at conferences or courses
   - the organisation or holding of academic conferences or seminars
   - literature and systematic reviews
   - publication and printing costs
   - salaries of permanent or administrative staff
Next steps

Interested? Complete the attached grant proposal form in this document and return to Lesley Law at lesley.law@becta.org.uk by 22nd February 2007. 
If you have any questions please contact Di Matthews-Levine on 07717 518596 or diane.matthews-levine@becta.org.uk
Appendix A - Key areas of interest in relation to the Harnessing Technology Strategy
1. Capability and capacity of the workforce, providers and learners

· Child safety and child protection, including issues associated with social software 

· Key indicators and shared characteristics of schools using technology effectively, including characteristics of schools whose pupils achieve high levels of attainment 

· Searching behaviours of learners, teachers and parents seeking educational content, including purchasing criteria and barriers to purchasing innovative content

· Impact of teachers and learners acting as content producers

· Impact of technology on subject-specific pedagogical approaches, particularly mathematics, literacy and science

· The use of technology to support a range of modes of learning, for example remote delivery, online provision, collaborative approaches, including enablers and barriers

· Impact of advice, for example Local Authority, on institutional maturity

· Learning platforms – benefits and barriers, including the role of learning platforms in supporting collaboration between practitioners and the sharing of resources

· The nature of learning specifically amendable to assessment using technology

· New uses of technology to:

i) support highly differentiated and self-paced learning

ii) reach disengaged learners

iii) motivate learners

iv) accelerate improvement

v) support vertical (e.g. between sectors) and horizontal (e.g. between institutions) collaboration 

· Transition, including distinguishing characteristics of institutions where technology supports transition effectively, current experience of transition and the nature of the information parents and learners would most value in this area. 
2. Outcomes and benefits for learners

· e-Portfolios

· Learners’ experience of technology inside and outside school

· Impact of device ownership on motivation, engagement, achievement, attainment

· Affordances available through e-assessment

3. Efficiency, effectiveness and value for money across the system

· Learning platforms – benefits and barriers 

· Tracking learners

· Transition

· Assessment, including extending assessment timeframes to address learner readiness 

4. Fit for purpose technology and systems

· Emerging technologies, including social software, Web 2.0, handheld/mobile computing, real world computing, innovative architectures, the digital home, delivery of and access to audio and video

· Open source
· Wireless solutions
· Use of broadband in schools
· Learning platforms – benefits and barriers
· Effective support for collaboration in the commercial sector, for example user groups, 
· Knowledge transfer from other sectors, for example, health, in relation to the effective use of technology
Grant Proposal Form

1. Proposed area of research (max. 20 words)

2. Proposed research question (max. 20 words)

3. Harnessing Technology area of interest (see Appendix A) (max. 20 words)

4. Proposed methodology (max. 200 words)

5. Lead contact: name and contact details
6. Proposed research team (max. 100 words)

7. Case for support

Please outline here why you think your project will enhance what we know about technology and education (500 - 1000 words – please continue on a separate sheet if necessary)
8. Costing

 Please outline here the costs you expect to incur. This should include a consideration of, staffing, travel and subsistence, data gathering and analysis, instrument development, equipment
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